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same date the controller could, notwithstanding the law, authorise
dressmaking houses indicated by him to sell new clothes within
the limit of the sales of the corresponding month in 1938. This
meant that the "great dressmakers" escaped the general regula-
tions. It may be remembered in this connexion that the con-
troller is Lucien Lelong.
However, there was still a flaw in the system. On March 15,
1941, Georges Ricou (Le Figaro: "Apresla Belle Enchere"} wrote:
I then discovered what was now impelling the crowds to the Hotel
des'Ventes; here (at Lyons) as in Paris, and all the cities. They were
going in to hunt for the wherewithal to replenish their cupboards at
kst. Linen, clothes, shoes, everything that you are forbidden to buy
without swearing on your honour that you are worn to threads or on
your uppers, all abound inside these walls, free and uncontrolled.
The Hotel des Ventes is the last shop where you can buy without
coupons.
And so conversation has taken a new turn. No longer is it a
confidential: "In room B there's a delightful Louis XV writing-desk
to be sold,"
Now it is whispered in an ear: "It seems they're selling six
dozen handkerchiefs in room B, pure linen, marked L. D. If that
interests you. . . . My initials are G. V., but I found excellent
shooting boots, as near my size as makes no odds."
I'm delighted to put you on to this fiad. Only look out:
better learn ju-jitsu first or you'll never get across the threshold of
room B, nor room A, nor any other room.
No doubt it was this article that attracted the attention of the
public powers, for on March 29 the Journal Offidel published a
decree, dated March 8, prescribing the surrender of coupons,
permits, or tickets, for purchases at auctions.
The provisional system instituted by the law of February u,
1941, gave place to a new system instituted by a law published on
June 24, 1941. It was, in fact, impossible to maintain the complete
hold-up indefinitely.
The regulations apply to all textile products, including silk and
rayon, for clothing and domestic use, and hence to garments,
underclothes, house linen and furnishing fabrics. The articles
may be procured:
(1)  Free if they figure in a list compiled by ministerial order and
including 46 items (Radio-Paris, June 25, 1941).
(2)  On surrender of tickets from a provisional card or a special
card. Actually the cards entitle the holder to 100 points, of
which 30 are immediately usable, for adults, 140 points for
children under three years of age, and 240 points for layeftes
(Radio-Paris, June 25, 1941).